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What Is the Veterans
Treatment Track ?

The Veterans Treatment Track was
developed in 2011 as part of the Co-
Occurring Treatment Court program to
improve the response of the Missoula
County justice system to Veterans whose
criminal actions appear to stem from the
stresses of war. The program accepts
Veterans with mental health challenges
and co-occurring substance abuse disor-
ders, charged with or convicted of any
misdemeanor or non-registrable felony.
Participants are required to comply with
appropriate community programs for
mental health and substance abuse treat-
ment. Participant compliance is re-
viewed and monitored weekly by the
court team. The team and court staff
work with the VA, Veterans groups and
community treatment providers to sup-
port the participant’s recovery and to re-
duce his or her future involvement in the
criminal justice system.
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1) The Referral:

A prospective participant may be re-
ferred by any person, including an attorney,
judge, treatment provider, family member,
detention center staff or other concerned
person.

2) Defense Attorney:
Before Court staff dis-
cuss the program with a
prospective participant,
a defense attorney must
agree that staff may
speak with him or her
to determine eligibility
for the program.

3) Screening and Intake:
The Court staff meets ,
with the prospective A 4
participant, in the de-
tention center if necessary, to: (a) assess
willingness to participate in the pro-
gram; (b) perform eligibility screening;
and (c) complete all necessary paper-
work, such as releases of information to
obtain records. If eligibility criteria are
confirmed, court staff obtain pertinent
records and develop a recommendation

for the court team.

4) Veterans Treatment Track Team:

)

6)

The Team is composed of: the court
coordinator, case manager, a prose-
cutor, defense attorney, probation of-
ficer, community supervision officer,
treatment providers, representatives
of Montana VA and the Missoula Vet
Center, the participant and the judge.

Acceptance or Denial in Program:
After screening and upon recommen-
dation by Court staff, the Court team
discusses the case at its weekly meet-
ing and decides whether or not the
prospective participant will be
accepted into the program.

Acceptance:

The participant is notified of ac-
ceptance, told to review and sign the
participant agreement with an attor-
ney and scheduled to appear in Court.
At the first appearance, the Judge
welcomes the participant into the
Veterans Treatment Track Program
and outlines the obligations for the
Veteran’s next court appearance.




